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The special meeting of December 20, 2013, was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman Grimm with the Pledge 

of Allegiance to the Flag.  Those present were:  Larry H. Grimm, Chairman (LG), Bryan Smith, Supervisor (BS), 

and Dencil K. Backus, Supervisor (DB), Charles Mean, Special Counsel (CM), Mary Ann Stevenson, Secretary 

(MS), and those citizens listed on the attached sheet. 

 

 

Executive Session:  The board met in executive session on December 13, 2013, with special counsel, from 5 pm – 

5:45 pm, and December 20, 2013 from 6:00 pm – 6:15 pm to deliberate as to the Range Resources Stewart 

application. 

 

 

Purpose:  To render a decision on the Range Resources Stewart Tank Pad Conditional Use Application. 

 

CM stated that while there will be public comment taken, the testimony for this case has already been heard and 

has concluded and will not be taken into consideration when rendering a decision. 

 

 

 Public Comments: 

 

1. Paul Battista, 28 Johnston Rd., asked which legal counsel represents which case.  CM responded that he is 

counsel for this Stewart application and the ZHB impoundment violations and that Ms. Stanger represents 

the board on all other matters.   

2. Mark Baker, Walnut Rd., questioned whether or not the Township Solicitor could be objective with 

industry matters if she has conflicts or will she be one sided.  LG stated she will be objective and BS added 

that she is very professional.  There was back and forth discussion and CM stated that this meeting is not 

about solicitors and the only item in the advertisement is a decision on the Stewart application for tonight. 

3. Nancy Stewart questioned why she can’t give input on the decision.  CM responded that public comments 

are at the beginning of every township meeting.  She questioned why she can’t comment on the application 

now and CM responded that this vote is based off of the testimony at the hearing and the hearing has been 

closed. 

4. Dave Lash, Walnut Rd., questioned who decides this issue the citizens or the supervisors.  LG responded 

that it is a vote of the Supervisors. 

 

 

DB stated that Mr. Gallagher, legal counsel for Range Resources presented a motion for his recusal and DB 

responded for the record, “In the past, I have expressed opinions on a number of gas and oil related issues, but 

never in an official capacity as Supervisor.  I fully understand that as a Township Supervisor, I will need to judge 

matters coming before me such as the Range Conditional Use application fairly.  So I have taken care to review the 

entire transcript of the public hearing and all exhibits pertaining to the application with an open mind.  

Additionally, I am advised by the board’s special counsel that Section 603 of the Second Class Township Code 

provides that a board member is not disqualified from voting just because he has previously expressed an opinion 

on the issue before him.  I believe that I am able to render an unbiased assessment of issues regarding Range 

Resources’ application for a wastewater tank farm on the site of the Stewart Impoundment.  Thus, I respectfully 

reject Mr. Gallagher’s request for recusal and I believe that my refusal to recuse myself is supported by Section 603 

of the Pennsylvania Code mentioned earlier.  I now ask that this response to the motion be entered in the record.” 

 

 

Mr. Gallagher responded that Section 603 is for legislative actions and decisions, and does not apply to quasi-

judicial decisions.  CM stated that his comments will be noted. 
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Action Item:   

 

DB motioned to approve the Stewart application and conditions as stated in the draft opinion of Solicitor Means 

and BS seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Adjournment:  LG motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:21 pm and DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously.     

    

 

 

 

     

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Mary Ann Stevenson 

       Township Secretary   

                   Mount Pleasant Township 

       Board of Supervisors  


