
ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING – JANUARY 6, 2014 

MT. PLEASANT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
The Reorganization Meeting was called to order by Bryan Smith at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag.  Those present were: Bryan Smith (BS), Gary Farner (GF), Dencil Backus (DB), Mary Ann Stevenson (MS) and 
the following citizens listed on the attached sign in sheet. 
 

Action Items: 

Appoint Temporary Chairman:   GF motioned to appoint BS as temporary Chairman.  DB seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Appoint Temporary Secretary:  DB motioned to appoint MS as Temporary Secretary.  BS seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Nominate and Elect Chairman:  GF motioned to nominate and elect BS to be Chairman. DB seconded the motion.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Nominate and Elect Vice Chairman: BS motioned to nominate and elect GF as Vice Chairman.  DB seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

BS called an executive session to discuss personnel issues at 6:36 pm until 7:05 pm at which time the meeting 
resumed. 

 

Public Comments: 

Duane Scott, 67 Main Street asked why new supervisor Gary Farner was not sworn in at the public meeting.  GF 
responded that it does not have to be done at a public meeting. 
 

Action Items: 
DB motioned to appoint Mary Ann Stevenson as Township Manager.  BS seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint Mary Ann Stevenson as Secretary-Treasurer.  DB seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to set the Treasurer’s Bond for 2014 at $250,000.00.  GF seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint the Animal Control Officer as Kym Secreet.  DB seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to appoint William Dinsmore as the Director of Public Works.  GF seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint Larry Chome as the Zoning & Code Enforcement Officer.  DB seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to adopt Resolution No. 2014-A - Naming Washington Financial as the Depository for Township Funds. 
 BS seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
  
DB motioned to adopt Resolution 2014-B – Adopting the current Fee Schedule.  BS seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
  
GF motioned to adopt Resolution 2014-C – Authorizing the Township Manager to approve operating disbursements 
throughout the month to avoid late payment penalties and to receive discounts with accounts payable reports submitted 
bi-weekly for review and with official approval being done at each monthly meeting.  DB seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 



DB motioned to adopt Resolution No. 2014-D - appointing Cypher & Cypher to do the 2013 Township Audit at an 
amount not to exceed $6,500.00.  GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

BS motioned to approve budgeted wage adjustments for all non-contract, non-union employees and payroll 
dates for 2014 as bi-weekly which includes the rate increases for all hours included in the first payroll of the 
year which is January 10, 2014.  DB seconded the motion. Discussion: GF stated he has not had a chance to 
review the figures yet and DB agreed.  BS rescinded the original motion. BS motioned to table this item 
until the regular January BOS meeting.  GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to set meeting dates and times for Supervisors’ meetings. The next meeting in January will be 
Wednesday, January 22, 2014.  The meetings will be on the 4th Wednesdays of each month with the following 
exceptions: November will be the 2nd Wednesday, 11/12/14, and the meeting in December will be 2nd Wednesday, 
12/10/14 due to the budget process and the holidays.  The meeting time will remain the same at 6:30 pm.  BS 
seconded the motion. Discussion:  GF stated he felt that the 6:30 pm meeting time was too early for those who work to 
attend and asked that it be changed to 7 pm.  GF also asked why the Nov. and Dec. meetings were moved up 2 weeks 
and asked that it be moved up 1 week.  MS explained that there are advertising requirements that have to be met and if 
more meetings are needed there is time to have them and still have a budget adopted by December 31st.  DB amended 
the original motion to change the meeting time to 7 pm.  GF seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned that the Non-Union Employee Benefits and Holidays will remain the same in 2014 as in 2013 (per the 

attached schedule).  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

BS motioned to fill Vacancies on Township Boards per the attached schedule.  DB seconded the motion.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to certify all three (3) supervisors and the Manager as delegates to the State Association Annual 
Convention April 13-16, 2014, and approve mileage, employee expenses and any other Board of Supervisor approved 
expenses for each delegate who attends according to Section 612 of the Township Code.  DB seconded the motion. 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint the voting delegate as all three Supervisors and an alternate voting delegate as MS to the State 
Association Annual Convention in Hershey, PA, April 13-16, 2014.  BS seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
BS motioned to approve attendance for all three Supervisors and the Manager to the PELRAS Convention (PA 
Employer Labor Relations Advisory Service) March 19-21, 2014 and approve mileage, employee expenses and any 
other Board of Supervisor approved expenses for each delegate who attends.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
   

DB motioned to name Bryan Smith as Supervisor in Charge of Public Works.  GF seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to name Gary Farner as Supervisor in Charge of Public Safety.  BS seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

GF motioned to name Dencil Backus as Supervisor in Charge of Parks & Recreation.  BS seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to name Gary Farner as Supervisor in Charge of Administration.  BS seconded the motion.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint Larry Chome as the delegate to Sewage Council, and all 3 Supervisors and Twp. Manager as 
alternate delegates to the Sewage Council.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to appoint Bill Dinsmore as the delegate to the Cross Creek Region and all three Supervisors as 
alternates to the Cross Creek Region.  BS seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 



BS motioned to appoint Mary Ann Stevenson as the delegate to the Washington County Tax Collection Committee 
and Gary Farner as the alternate to the WCTCC.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
BS motioned to appoint HMT & Associates as BCO – Building Code Official.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
BS motioned to appoint Mary Ann Stevenson as the Chief Administrative Officer of Township Pension Plans.  DB 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint James R. Bedillion as the Vacancy Board Chairman.  BS seconded the motion.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

DB motioned to appoint the Washington County Sewage Council as the Township Sewage Enforcement 
Officers.  GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to appoint the Fire Chief, currently Kevin Dry, as Emergency Management Officer.  BS 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
BS motioned to appoint HMT & Assoc. on an “as needed” basis as the Township Engineer as per their fee 
schedule.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 

BS motioned to appoint HMT & Assoc. as Township Inspectors to inspect per the UCC.   Motion died for 
lack of a second. 
  
DB motioned to appoint Neva L. Stanger, Esq. as Solicitor for Township as per billing.  GF seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

GF motioned to appoint Betsy McKnight as Solicitor for Zoning Hearing Board as per billing.  BS 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

DB motioned to appoint William Miller as Solicitor for UCC Hearing Board as per billing.  GF seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

BS motioned to appoint Christopher Gabriel from Campbell, Durrant, Beatty, Palumbo and Miller as 
Special Labor Counsel as needed per billing.  GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to appoint Charles Means from Goehring, Rutter and Boehm as Special Zoning Counsel as 
needed per billing.  GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

BS motioned to appoint John Smith from Smith Butz Law as Special Oil & Gas Council as needed per 
billing.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 

GF motioned to designate the Observer Publishing Company for legal ads and public service 
announcements.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
BS motioned to designate the Observer Publishing Company and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette or Tribune 
Review as needed for the placement of classified ads.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

GF motioned to appoint Fort Cherry Ambulance as the Township’s First Responder / Ambulance 
Designation.  BS seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

DB motioned to set the start date for pavilion rentals for 2014 as Residents February 3rd and all others 
February 10th with the rates staying the same as in 2013.  BS seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. 



 
GF motioned to set the date for the Easter Egg Hunt as Saturday, April 19, 2014 at 10 am.  BS seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
DB motioned to set the date for Trick-or-Treat as Friday, October 31, 2014 from 6 pm – 7:30 pm.  GF 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
GF motioned to adopt the IRS mileage reimbursement rate for 2014 as amended from time to time by the 
Dept. of Treasury (currently $0.56).  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 

 

Reports, Correspondence & Regular Business:  To be presented at the January 22, 2014 meeting. 
 
 
 
GF motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

        
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,       
 
 
 
         
Mary Ann Stevenson       
Township Secretary  
Mount Pleasant Township 
Board of Supervisors 
 


