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The meeting of March 26, 2014, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Farner with the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag.  Those present were:  Bryan Smith, Chairman (BS) was absent, Gary Farner, Vice-Chairman 
(GF), Dencil Backus, Supervisor (DB), Neva Stanger, Solicitor (NS) was absent, Larry Chome, Zoning Officer 
(LC), Mary Ann Stevenson, Manager/Secretary (MS), and those citizens listed on the attached sheet. 
 
Executive Session:  GF announced that Two (2) executive sessions were held.  March 6, 2014 and March 25, 2014 
to discuss personnel issues. 
 
Announcement:  GF read the following statement.  “There has been much said in the media regarding 
“disbanding” the Township Police Department. There is no plan to consider the elimination of the department. 
Nothing is on the agenda regarding disbanding the Police Department and in fact, the board will consider motions to 
hire additional Township Police Officers. It is incumbent on all of the elected officials to consider operation and 
fiscal efficiency of each Township department.  This board will continue to do this and should any proposal 
concerning changing the police department or any other department be considered, it will appear on the agenda and 
will be discussed at one or more public meetings.”  GF then announced that the first comment period will be for 
agenda items only and then after business is concluded there will be a public comment period.  He asked that it be 
limited to 3 minutes and to not be repetitive.  He added that there will not be much back and forth discussion at that 
time but would be available after the meeting if anyone wanted to speak with him or DB. 
 
Public Comments Regarding the Agenda:   
 
Brian Temple, Dire Dr. asked if any other quotes were obtained because he felt the motion to appoint John Trant 
was too expensive and questioned whether it would be cheaper if the Solicitor did it. GF stated no other quotes were 
obtained. 
 
Jane Worthington, Main St. commented that she didn’t feel John Trant was correct with respect to only having one 
definition for impoundments and she added that fresh and waste should be defined separately as they have separate 
regulations regarding construction and separate DEP requirements.  She added that the Township should hire a 
consultant that is standing up for the rights of the Township.  
 
Reports 
 
The following reports, if any, were submitted for the Board’s review and are on file at the Municipal Office:  
 

• Zoning Officer’s Report – March,  2014 
• Public Safety Report – 2/25/14 – 3/25/14 
• Public Works Report – 2/27/14 – 3/25/14  
• Planning Commission Minutes – 2/3/14 
• Parks & Recreation Minutes – 2/10/14 & 3/10/14 
• Municipal Authority Minutes – 1/8/14 
• Midway Sewage Minutes –  2/4/14 
• Cross Creek Valley Region Minutes – None 
• Washington County Sewage Council Report – None 
• MPT Volunteer Fire Dept. Report  - Jan. & Feb. 2014 
• Treasurer’s Report -  February, 2014 
• Correspondence for the period of - 2/26/14 – 3/25/14 
 
 

► GF motioned to accept the reports as given and DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.     
 
 
 
Action Items: 
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1. Bills:  DB motioned to authorize the payment of the invoices for the period of 2/26/14 – 3/25/14 as presented 
and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

2. Minutes:  DB motioned to adopt the minutes of the February 26, 2014 regular board meeting and GF 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Parks Seasonal Maintenance:  GF motioned to approve reinstating DB McCalmont to the part time 
seasonal parks maintenance position effective March 31, 2014 at the salary already set and DB seconded 
the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

4. John Trant Agreement:  DB motioned to approve entering into an agreement with certified planner John 
Trant for an extensive re-write of the Oil and Gas Ordinance at an approximate cost of $15,000.  Motion 
died for lack of a second. 

5. Delinquent Earned Income and Local Services Taxes:  DB motioned to approve that all earned income 
and local services delinquent taxes that are owed prior to 2012 will be collected by Keystone Collection 
Group effective July 1, 2014 and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

6. Florian Resignation:  DB motioned to accept the resignation of full time Officer Daniel Florian effective 
March 31, 2014 and to accept his request to remain on as a part time Police Officer effective March 31, 
2014 and GF seconded the motion and thanked Officer Florian for his service.  The motion carried 
unanimously.  

7. Part Time Police Officer:  GF motioned to approve hiring Robert Okavitch as a part time Police Officer 
effective 3/17/14 at $12 per hour with no benefits per the Collective Bargaining Agreement and DB 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

8. Part Time Police Officer:  DB motioned to approve hiring Scott Kanotz as a part time Police Officer 
effective 3/19/14 at $12 per hour with no benefits per the Collective Bargaining Agreement and GF 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

9. Full Time Police Officer:  GF motioned to approve hiring Brian Butler as a full time Police Officer 
effective 3/19/14 at $14.71 per hour with the benefits outlined in the Collective Bargaining Agreement and 
DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 Public Comments:      

 
1. Chief McQuillan announced the next drug take back program is on 4/26 from 10am-2pm and the May 5th 

drug summit is being held at the middle and at the high school and in the evening for a public forum of the 
program. 

2. Nedra Ursitz, Belgium Hollow Rd. asked if the chips at the playground will be replaced due to the flooding 
in 2013 and MS stated it is on the schedule for this spring.  She also asked about street sweeping and asked 
to be notified when it will be done on Belgium Hollow. MS stated it was scheduled for the end of March 
but the weather hasn’t cooperated so it is scheduled to be started in April. 

3. Bill Merriman, Carter Lane thanked the Supervisors for hiring more police officers. 
4. Rick Walsh, Main St. stated there was lack of transparency with respect to the March 5th contract proposal 

and he had a phone conversation with BS on March 7th and felt all of his questions were side stepped. He 
added that he has a petition and Facebook comments that shows how the people feel. He thanked the 
Supervisors for listening to the residents. The Township was not presented with the petition or comments. 

5. Anita Steigerwald, Ft. Cherry Rd. stated as a tax payer she felt she was paying for duplicate services and 
she felt it was a good idea to contract with McDonald Police and join forces as crime crosses borders.  She 
added that she has heard nothing but good comments about the McDonald Police Department. She 
commented that crime has increased and contracting would give us more officers and more services and 
that it is not about Hickory or McDonald or politics, it is about 24/7 police coverage and doing what is best 
for the community. 

6. Joe Tomm, Beechnut Rd. stated everyone knows the McDonald Police is all about collecting fees and he 
doesn’t even know if it is legal. 

7. Terry Bennet, Mayor of McDonald Boro stated that there was never a proposal to disband the police 
department and all of the communities they contract with are very happy with the service and have 
renewed their contracts. 

8. Jean Schohn, Wabash Ave. stated that disbanding the police department would be a step backward for our 
community. She added that there has been a loss of people and businesses in the Township and Hickory is 
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becoming stagnant.  She added that she sees the police regularly around the Community Center and that 
the Township’s own Officers have a familiarity with the residents and that is a plus. 

9. Kathy Rumbaugh, Plum Run Rd. commented that she is very happy and grateful for having our own police 
department and appreciates them especially working at the bank with past robberies and their quick 
response time. She added that she is behind the local police force. 

10. Marie Shotenheimer, McDonald lives above the McDonald Police Department and she never sees any cars 
now and doesn’t know how they could take on another Township. 

11. Diana Daniels, Belgium Hollow Rd. read all of the Facebook comments and some make good points but a 
lot were erroneous and false statements. She added that the Supervisors should investigate before just 
listening to those comments. 

12. Don Reed, Main St. stated he has worked in Burgettstown and heard nothing but complaints on the 
McDonald response times. 

13. Alan Novick, Henderson Rd. asked what is coverage now and Chief McQuillan stated 24/5 and some 
weekend time. Mr. Novick then asked if the contract would provide more coverage and GF stated it would 
provide 24/7 coverage. He asked what the cost to the tax payer is.  DB stated the board does not know as 
this investigation has just started. 

14. Terry Bennet, Mayor of McDonald Boro stated that none of Mt. Pleasant Township’s Police Officers 
would lose their jobs that they would all have jobs as part of the McDonald Boro Department. 

15. Rick Walsh, Main St. asked the board to make a motion to officially reject the contract and GF stated they 
are not ready to do that and DB added it was too early to make that determination. 

16. Rich Schohn, Wabash Ave. stated if people want McDonald Police coverage they should move to 
McDonald.  He asked how our Police feel about working for McDonald. GF responded that it is his 
understanding that none of them want to work for McDonald. 

17. Tom Casciola stated he is running for State Representative against Jesse White and if anyone wanted to 
speak with him after the meeting he’d be happy to stay and talk with them. 

18. Don Reed, Main St. asked about LSA money for non-profits. MS stated that if it is a project in MPT that 
the entity has to submit a request for board approval outlining the project details. This has to be done in 
order to apply for LSA funding. 

 
GF stated he saw a lot of the various Township board members here and asked if they would like to give a 
brief report during the reports section in the future. 
 
Township Board Reports: 
 

1. Paul Battista, Municipal Authority Chairman stated the board is working on securing public sewage 
and they recently hired a new engineering firm to start this process.  He added that they are currently 
accepting bids for areal mapping to pinpoint locations and then it is off to financing the project. He 
stated that according to the Act 537 Plan that there will be a plant in Westland; Hickory would use 
pump stations and Southview calls for a package plant.  He added that they might want to eliminate 
the plant in Southview and put in 2 lift stations in to pick up 30 more homes but it will cost more.  
The timeline calls for drawings to be done by the beginning of 2014, permitting during mid-2015 and 
hopes to have it up and running by the end of 2016.  Mr. Battista stated that this project is estimated 
at 15-16 million dollars and encompasses about 550 homes. It was asked if this would include all of 
MPT and Mr. Battista said we could never afford that. 

2. Brian Temple, Planning Commission Chairman stated they are looking at re-analyzing the zoning 
map addressing the M-1 District.  He added they are going to be working on the oil and gas 
amendment and to clean up the language regarding impoundments and the Comprehensive Plan re-
write. He thanked the Supervisors for all attending the last planning commission meeting. 

3. Kate Grant, Parks & Recreation Board Chairman stated that they are working on the Easter Egg Hunt 
which is scheduled for 4/12 at 9 am and that registration is being held on 4/5 form 10 am – Noon and 
she has flyers for anyone interested. 

 
 
 
 Unfinished Business:   None. 
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Adjournment:  GF motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 pm and DB seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Mary Ann Stevenson      
       Township Secretary   
                   Mount Pleasant Township 
       Board of Supervisors  


