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The meeting of December 10, 2014, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Farner with the Pledge of 

Allegiance to the Flag.  Those present were:  Gary Farner, Vice-Chairman (GF), Dencil Backus, Supervisor (DB), 

Neva Stanger, Solicitor (NS), Larry Chome, Zoning Officer (LC) and Mary Ann Stevenson, Manager/Secretary (MS). 

Bryan Smith, Chairman (BS) was absent.  

 

Executive Session:  GF announced that an executive session was held on 11/19/14 regarding personnel issues. 

 

Public Comments and Comments Regarding the Agenda:   

 

Chief McQuillan stated there have been reports of threatening calls from the IRS demanding payments and that those 

calls are a scam. 

 

Paul Battista made the following comments: on the bike race he suggested that they put up the signs ahead of time with 

a date on it and take the signs down immediately after; on the website, he commented on how nice the site was and that 

the email blasts have really good information in them; on gas well truck traffic, he wanted to know if there are 

regulations on township roads for the use of escorts. Chief McQuillan responded that he has been in contact with 

Range Resources and they are going to address the issue. 

 

John Bershok asked who hangs the banners for the apple festival. GF responded the fire department does. Mr. Bershok 

stated it has become a real problem with the trains sitting on the tracks on Fort Cherry Road for long periods of time as 

much as 15- 20 minutes. 

 

Action Items:  

A. Reports:  GF motioned to accept the reports as given and DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried 

unanimously.  The following reports, if any, were submitted for the Board’s review and are on file at the 

Municipal Office: 

Zoning Officer’s Report – December, 2014 

Public Safety Report – 11/6/14 – 12/4/14 

Public Works Report – 11/7/14 – 12/4/14  

Planning Commission Minutes – 11/3/14 

Parks & Recreation Minutes – None 

Municipal Authority Minutes – None 

Midway Sewage Minutes – 10/7/14 

Cross Creek Valley Region Minutes – None 

Washington County Sewage Council Report – None 

MPT Volunteer Fire Dept. Report – call volume report only 12/1/14 

Treasurer’s Report – October & November 2014 

Correspondence for the period of – 11/7/14 – 12/4/14 

B. Bills:  GF motioned to authorize the payment of the invoices for the period of 11/7/14 – 12/4/14 as presented and 

DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

C. Minutes:  DB motioned to adopt the minutes of the November 12, 2014 regular board meeting and GF 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

D. Resolution 2014-Y: DB motioned to adopt Resolution 2014-Y; a Resolution adopting the general fund 

budget in the amount of $1,864,727 and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

E. Resolution 2014-Z:  GF motioned to adopt Resolution 2014-Z; a Resolution fixing the tax rate for 2015 at 14 

mills general fund, 3 mills fire protection, which represents a ½ mill increase, and ½ mill EMS and DB 

seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. GF stated the ½ mill increase is to help offset the cost 

of the full time employee. 

F. Fire Department Reimbursement: DB motioned to amend the fire department reimbursement agreement to 

increase the fire protection amount from ½ mill to 1 mill to offset the cost of the full time position with all else 

remaining the same and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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G. Ordinance 130:  DB motioned to adopt Ordinance 130; an Ordinance authorizing the participation in the 

PSATS Unemployment Compensation Group Trust pursuant to the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental 

Cooperation Law and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

H. Deputy Tax Collector:  GF motioned to accept the recommendation of Tax Collector Jamie Torboli for the 

Deputy Tax Collector position as required by Act 164 of 2014 to be Stacy Dunks Zeno and DB seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

I. Police Collective Bargaining Agreement:  DB motioned to approve the changes/revisions to the Police 

Collective Bargaining Agreement, as summarized, for the duration of 1/1/15 – 12/31/17 and GF seconded the 

motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

J. ABRA Bike Race:  GF motioned to approve the Appalachian Bicycle Racing Association bike race for 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 utilizing the same 8 mile route as in the past (Ft. Cherry, Cherry Valley, Water Dam 

and Walnut Roads) and, that all flaggers must wear certified safety vests and there must be a pre-safety 

meeting with the Chief of Police and, that race signs be put up in advance to include the date of the race and 

to immediately take them down afterwards.  DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

K. Dinsmore & Shohl Engagement Letter:  DB motioned to approve an engagement letter with Dinsmore & 

Shohl for the services of Anthony Ditka as special finance/bond counsel with respect to the Municipal 

Authority sewage project. Flat fees will be paid out of the transactions for his services with the hourly rate 

being paid if the transactions do not occur. GF seconded the motion. GF asked if there were any other 

proposals. MS stated there were 2 other proposals and the one firm showed very little interest and the other 

firm was interested in mainly bond issue work.  DB stated he spoke with both of those companies and agreed 

with that statement.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

Discussion Items: 

 

       1.   Conflict of the planning commission meeting and the Supervisors re-org. meeting on 1/5/14 at 7 pm.  

             GF explained the concern was having John Trant and EPD sitting for an hour waiting for the township meeting 

to end.  GF suggested that the planning commission move their meeting to the fire hall and keep the time at 7 

pm and he would take care of this with the fire department.  DB agreed.  NS stated this needed advertised. 

 

 

Unfinished Business:    

 

1. Municipal Authority Vacancy – Two applications were received, from Gary Klimek and Jeff Donati. 

►GF motioned to appoint Jeff Donati to fill the secretary position.  Motion died for lack of a second.  DB 

motioned to appoint Gary Klimek to fill the secretary position.  Motion died for lack of a second. 

 

 

Adjournment:  DB motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 pm and GF seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.   

       

 

  

        

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Mary Ann Stevenson      

       Township Secretary   

                   Mount Pleasant Township 

       Board of Supervisors  


