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The meeting of May 28, 2014, was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Smith with the Pledge of Allegiance to 

the Flag.  Those present were:  Bryan Smith, Chairman (BS), Gary Farner, Vice-Chairman (GF), Dencil Backus, 

Supervisor (DB), Neva Stanger, Solicitor (NS), Larry Chome, Zoning Officer (LC), Mary Ann Stevenson, 

Manager/Secretary (MS), and those citizens listed on the attached sheet. 

 

Executive Session:  BS announced that two executive sessions were held, one on 5/2/14 from 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

and one on 5/5/14 from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm relative to personnel issues. 

 

Public Comments and Comments Regarding the Agenda:   

 

Rick Walsh (RW), 186 Main Street, stated that he assumed the township was in receipt of a letter that was signed by 

about 20 residents and he asked for comments on it. BS responded that no comments will be made at this meeting. 

RW stated he needed to express a couple of things including that fact that at the March meeting, where it was 

standing room only concerning support for the police department and that BS was not in attendance. He added that it 

appeared that the board was interested in creating a 24/7 department at that meeting but at the April meeting there 

was a vote to look into regionalization. RW stated that as a tax payer he would like answers but understood he 

wouldn’t get them tonight. 

 

Jane Worthington (JW), 135 Main Street, asked if the board is going to place on the agenda the subject of getting 

estimates for water at the ball fields and the restrooms at the ball fields. BS said he didn’t believe it was on this 

agenda. MS stated they would have to make a special motion to appropriate the money from one of the other 

accounts or make an appropriation at budget time. GF said we can’t do that until someone looks into what the cost is 

going to be. JW added that the association would like to have the township get estimates because they have 

contractors who would help them if they have an estimate. JW also asked about slots allotment and the board said 

they would support it if she would write it up for that project but they can’t move any further until the township 

moves on an estimate. DB said there were two or three different impressions about what it was she was asking them 

to do and they need to get some clarification on that. JW stated that after the meeting she would clarify. DB asked if 

she can put in writing what she is seeking. BS agreed that he didn’t think we could do anything without investigating 

all the options. 

 

Joe Ogburn (JO), Dire Drive, stated that the meetings are recorded and then the recording is transcribed. He 

specifically stated that the comments of Terry Bennett are inaccurately mentioned. JO asked what happens to the 

recording after the meeting is done and BS stated that it is destroyed. JO asked what the legality is of an inaccuracy. 

NS responded that once the minutes are approved the recording is erased. She added that the Supervisors read the 

minutes and they determine if they’re accurate and if not, then they would correct them. JO stated that both 

Supervisors approved minutes that were inaccurate. DB stated he did not find any inaccuracies in the way in which 

the minutes were recorded. GF stated that they were inaccurate and that it was his fault and the problem is getting the 

minutes the night of the meeting and having a lot to read but that Terry Bennett did say BS asked for a proposal. JO 

added that, “given the nature of some of the back and forth that’s going on you wouldn’t have to be a nutcase to think 

that was deliberate”.  JO that asked about the statement that was read at the March 26
th
 meeting, who wrote that? 

There was some back and forth discussion on what a motion is verses an action item. BS stated that we’re getting 

away from public comment, this is public comment not a question and answer session and stated that we are moving 

on. He asked JO if he had any more comments and JO responded, “no”.  

 

Rick Walsh asked how much time he had left on his three minutes. BS responded that we’ll go through the room. 

 

Don Reed (DR), 25 Main Street, stated we’ve been talking about the minutes and Gary stated he didn’t have time to 

read them. DR asked why the minutes couldn’t be read out loud before the board approved them, then residents can 

question their accuracy. DR added that Rick Walsh asked a lot of questions and he hasn’t heard any answers. BS said 

this was not a question and answer period this is public comment. There was back and forth discussion between RW 

and DR and an unidentified person with BS about answers to the letter RW brought up.  BS asked if there was 

anyone else and moved on to other comments. 
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Paul Battista, 28 Johnston Road, asked for an explanation on the two action items on the back of the agenda. BS read 

them as the motion to de-certify the current police hiring list and the motion to approve advertising and related costs 

associated with police testing to create a new hiring list. BS asked the police chief Lou McQuillan to address those. 

LM said the current hiring list is exhausted but because there was an official list before we can move forward to 

retest and create a new list, we have to decertify the old list. GF stated you can only have one list at a time. 

 

Lee Robinson, stated he would like the board to hire an extra person for the fire department. BS and GF stated that 

would have to wait until budget time. 

 

Rick Walsh (RW), read part an article from the Observer-Reporter regarding borough residents who expressed their 

opinion that the police department should remain in place and questioned why they speak openly to their supervisors 

but we don’t do that here. BS stated there is not a decision being made but we looking at all the options. BS added 

that there are questions that can’t get answered yet because we don’t know and until we know these things and until 

we decide one way or the other or none of those ways at that point there will become something to discuss at the 

public meeting as to what our research shows. There was back and forth discussion between BS, RW and DB. NS 

stated that this is public comment and to move on to the business portion of the meeting. BS asked RW if he had any 

other comments and he responded that he did not. There were no other public comments. 

 

  

Reports 

 

The following reports, if any, were submitted for the Board’s review and are on file at the Municipal Office:  

 

 Zoning Officer’s Report – May,  2014 

 Public Safety Report – 4/22/14 – 5/26/14 

 Public Works Report – 4/24/14 – 5/28/14  

 Planning Commission Minutes – 4/7/14 

 Parks & Recreation Minutes – None 

 Municipal Authority Minutes – 3/5/14, 3/13/14 & 4/15/14 

 Midway Sewage Minutes –  4/1/14 

 Cross Creek Valley Region Minutes – None 

 Washington County Sewage Council Minutes – None 

 MPT Volunteer Fire Dept. Report  - March, 2014 

 Treasurer’s Report -  April, 2014 

 Correspondence for the period of - 4/23/14 – 5/27/14 

 

Paul Battista (PB) – Report on the Municipal Authority – PB stated they authorized the engineer to do a study of the 

southview area and not putting in a package plant but replacing it with a pump station and possibly taking in some 

homes along route 50. Long term maintenance cost of operating one plant vs two plants is much cheaper. There’s a 

lot of payoff in the long run with DEP reporting, water discharge reporting and package plants do smell. PB added 

they are moving towards aerial photography, mapping and engineered drawings.  DB asked about funding. PB asked 

the board to earmark Act 13 money towards the sewage project and is looking at $800,000 to $1,000,000 to get the 

project where it’s shovel ready. He added that this project is earmarked at $19 million for 600 homes in the 

Township and if everything goes well and funding is secured this could be completed by the end of 2016. PB added 

that he would like to see a committee formed to discuss Act 13 revenue and take requests for that money. He added 

that he would like to see more cooperation with the industry, more wells means more Act 13 money and everyone 

benefits. 

 

► GF motioned to accept the reports as given and DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously 
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Action Items: 

1. Bills:  DB motioned to authorize the payment of the invoices for the period of 4/23/14 – 5/27/14 as presented 

and GF seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

2. Minutes:  DB motioned to adopt the minutes of the April 23, 2014 regular board meeting and GF seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Motion to approve the tentative police collective bargaining agreement as negotiated by Gary Farner 

and Amanda Brewer:  DB motioned to approve the tentative police collective bargaining agreement as 

negotiated by Gary Farner and Amanda Brewer. BS seconded the motion. Discussion: GF stated he doesn’t 

know why this is on the agenda, he stated he did do some negotiating with Amanda and the union and the 

other two supervisors wanted it to go to the attorney and it did and it came back with comments. GF stated 

he thought there was going to be an executive session held for this purpose and there wasn’t one. NS stated 

that the board could go into an executive session right now but that you have to take action on the document 

one way or the other. NS added that you can adjourn now and go into an executive session and discuss the 

terms of it but you do need to move on it because it is a tentative agreement and the other union believes it 

is one also. GF added he wanted to save money because of the exorbitant attorney fees and this document is 

not what he agreed to with the union. BS stated that Act 111 allows for specific timelines and NS said 

you’re up against it if you wait and vote on in June. There was back and forth discussion on whether or not 

this is a tentative agreement. GF stated it could be construed as a tentative agreement but it had things in it 

that wasn’t agreed to. NS added that is why it needed to be addressed now because time is running out 

before the mandatory arbitration date and at this point enough people think it’s a tentative agreement that if 

the board doesn’t address it as a tentative agreement then the Township will run certain risks.  NS added 

that the board can adjourn to discuss it but that in her opinion the board needs to act on it or you won’t have 

time to continue the discussions. DB stated he was terribly confused when he saw tentative agreement at the 

top.  There was back and forth discussion again regarding whether or not there was a tentative agreement 

and the issue of having an executive session. DB stated that the thing we have to do now is reject this 

particular motion and then continue on with negotiations. BS added that the other thing that could have 

been done differently is to approve, as a board, to put a negotiating team together not just one person. GF 

responded that it was agreed that he would talk with Amanda about a contract and NS stated she 

remembered it being about the union.  BS agreed. GF stated he tried to save money and stated to vote it 

down because he will. NS stated that there was a motion and a second. Motion failed 3-0.  

4. Motion to appoint bargaining team:  DB motioned to appoint Mount Pleasant Township’s labor counsel 

Chris Gabriel and Mt. Pleasant Township’s Manager Mary Ann Stevenson to serve as the township’s 

bargaining team and further in keeping with precedent that the board’s liaison to the police department, 

Gary Farner be authorized to attend those bargaining sessions. BS seconded the motion. DB stated that BS 

was authorized by a previous board to serve in that capacity for the public works department and that being 

the liaison for the police he hoped GF would serve in that capacity as well. GF stated he would do that but 

it’s going to cost the township a lot of money. BS stated that it might save some money in the beginning but 

over the long term it could end up costing more. The motion carried unanimously.  

5. Resolution 2014-J:  GF motioned to approve Resolution 2014-J; a Resolution authorizing the disposition 

of certain public records (copy attached) per the Municipal Records Manual and DB seconded the motion.  

GF asked if those get shredded and MS replied that they do. The motion carried unanimously. 

6. Resolution 2014-K:  DB motioned to approve Resolution 2014-K; a Resolution entering into a holding 

tank agreement with Frontier Construction Co. (Frontier Office) at 186 Main Street, Hickory.  GF seconded 

the motion.  The motion carried unanimously  

7. Resolution 2014-L:  GF motioned to approve Resolution 2014-L; a Resolution entering into a holding tank 

agreement with Frontier Construction Co. (Mark West Office) at 186 Main Street, Hickory and BS 

seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

8. Motion to accept Larry Chome’s resignation from Planning Commission:  DB motioned to accept 

Larry Chome’s written resignation from the Planning Commission effective immediately with the caveat 

that he continue to serve in the capacity as ex-officio member of that committee. BS seconded the motion. 

GF asked LC if this was because he felt that there was a conflict. LC replied that there could be one. The 

motion carried unanimously. 

9. Motion to decertify the current police hiring list:  GF motioned to de-certify the current police hiring list 

and BS seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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10. Motion to approve advertising and related costs for police testing to create a new hiring list:  GF 

motioned to approve advertising and related costs associated with police testing to create a new hiring list 

and DB seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Board Discussion Items: 

 

1. John Trant (JT) – Oil & Gas Amendment proposed agenda. JT stated he was asked to provide a proposal to 

review the township’s zoning regulations as it relates to oil & gas activity. JT added that proposal was made 

with regard to a significant public process and then a formal process for consideration of adoption. JT stated he 

was asked to provide a modified schedule that condenses that process and the process would begin tonight with 

the board’s review and approval of the proposed schedule. There was a brief discussion on the time frame with 

respect to having additional public participation. It was discussed to advertise the next planning commission 

meeting on September 8
th
 to include additional public comment.  JT stated to stay on schedule the planning 

commission needs to make a recommendation at that September 8
th 

meeting also. Brian Temple (PC Chairman) 

stated if that public comment prompted a change to be made they then may not be in a position to make a 

recommendation.  NS stated then another meeting will need to be held. GF agreed with this schedule and 

another meeting if needed. DB asked JT about combining the R4 Amendment and the Subdivision & Land 

Development Ordinance (SALDO) amendment in with the O&G amendment so as to not have multiple 

hearings.  JT responded that you could combine the R4 zoning amendment in with the O&G amendment but the 

SALDO will need to be separate. There was a brief discussion regarding starting the Comprehensive Plan. 

►DB motioned to accept Mr. Trant’s proposed schedule with the following caveat that we include the R4 

zoning ordinance amendment with that process and deal with both of them at the same time and to also have a 

September planning commission meeting to include public participation. GF seconded the motion. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

2. R-4 zoning ordinance amendment. This item was addressed above. 

 

3. Subdivision & Land Development Ordinance minor subdivision process – LC stated this needed done to 

create a simple subdivision which currently does not exist.  NS stated someone needs to put together 

requirements before being voted on. DB commented that he is not opposed to this.  LC will put something 

together to streamline the process.  

 

Walnut Road Issue – Complaints of mud on the road and water runoff issues. 

a. Who is cleaning mud off the road 

b. Ditch line has been filled in with dirt and mud – who is cleaning it out 

c. Who is putting stone on the driveway if owner/developer does not do it (supposed to be done by next 

Tuesday per the owner) 

GF stated he went out there, and per the developer, once the driveway dried off he was 

going to stone it and then Bill Dinsmore was going to clean out the ditches. GF added that it dried up 

but there was no stone put down and with all the rain it’s washed out again. Tom Steiminger, 71 

Walnut Road, stated he’s been in construction for 40 years, and anytime he’s built a foundation he’s 

put up a silt fence and 25 feet of #3 stone in case there’s any mud and to not track it onto the road. 

He added that as far as the dirt that’s along the road, he put it there, he should be responsible for 

removing it, not the township. BS asked chief McQuillan if he’s responded to any complaints and 

the Chief replied that he has not for Walnut. LC stated he spoke to Jason Filhart the owner of the 

property, and he was  told that the Township needs to see some movement or some attempt to keep 

the mud off the road and Mr. Filhart said he would put stone on the slanted driveway and that he’d 

put additional filter socks up. LC told him by Monday or Tuesday the stone and the filter socks need 

to be done. BS asked if there was anyone else who should be involved as far as the runoff into the 

pond. Someone said the county conservation district. Someone asked if this property was under the 

disturbed area (for storm water mgmt.) and LC responded that is was.  Kathy Utchell, 127 Walnut 

Road, stated she lived across the street and about a year ago this gentleman started digging and 
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laying the foundation, and since then there has been nothing but problems. She added that her pond 

is full of mud, the road is full of mud and she doesn’t know how she’s going to recover this pond 

and someone is going to have to pay for this. There was discussion about ordinances and cleaning 

mud off the road and discussion about getting hold of the conservation district. LC was instructed to 

contact the conservation district about this issue and to have Mrs. Utchell call the conservation 

district as well. LC was also instructed to send a letter to the property owner outlining his 

commitment to get stone on the driveway and the timeframe to get it done.  

 

4. Southview ball field lease – BS stated there used to be a lease for the Southview Ball field for $1. He added 

that because of lack of use and the fact that the Township maintained it all year long for maybe one month of 

use that there wasn’t a commitment level to keep the lease. BS added with more ball teams being involved now, 

and the limited use of fields, the new organization is using the Fort Cherry High School field for games but they 

don’t want them practicing on it. BS stated that these teams have asked about using the Southview ball field 

again and if the Township would be willing to lease the property again, take care of the grass and any minor 

maintenance. BS added that the teams will be using it during good weather for practices. GF asked what kind of 

repairs need to be made. There was a discussion of the issues involved in leasing the field again, the tree issue 

from before, what kind of maintenance needs to be done and if there needs to be an agreement with the owner 

of the property on who is responsible for what. There was a discussion about insurance and liability issues. BS 

stated the main issue is the trees and the owner will not cut them down. GF stated we have to have more 

information about insurance and the tree issue before making any sort of decision.  

 

5. Planning Commission vacancy – The board needs to make recommendations between now and the next 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Unfinished Business:   None. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjournment:  GF motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 pm and DB seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously.   

 

 

 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Mary Ann Stevenson      

       Township Secretary   

                   Mount Pleasant Township 

       Board of Supervisors  


